


What’s New?

General Update:

Wow, it's June aready! The year's half
over, and we're definitely looking forward
to the warm Summer months.

Asusual, the Shelter is over-crowded with
many cute ferrets thisDumping Season. |If
you're thinking of adding to your family,
there's a wide selection of ferrets to
choose from!

Ferret Frolic:
Please join us at Exotic Pet & Bird’s An-

nual Ferret Frolic! The Frolic is on Sun-
day, June 29th from 12pm to 4pm at
Kirkland's Marina Park Pavilion. We'll
be there with some of our wonderful
adoptable kids for you to meet!

Map: http://www.ci.kirkland.wa.us/depart/
parks/guide_images/sction_c7.jpg

Sponsor a Ferret:

Any of our foster animals are eligible for
sponsorship. Help pay for their food or
medical care & at the sametime, you'll be

Ferret Home Survival Kit ...

Some humans say ferrets are high-
maintenance pets. This is only true if
you are unprepared to deal with the
many challenging situations they cre-
ate. Through trial and error, 1 have
developed a survival kit that every fer-
ret parent needs to have on-hand to
cope and deal with their ferret's kami-
kaze suicidal tendencies.

I consider my home to be a sanctuary.
A place where all who reside therein
may feel safe and nurtured. Cat-
proofing a home is child’s play com-
pared to ferret-proofing, which, in my
mind, supercedes all efforts in the
name of homeland security! The idea is
simple; you pet-proof to protect the pet
from harm and to protect any prized
artifacts from tampering or destruction
(Oh no! Not my porcelain miniature
mice collection!)...right? Good, let's get
started.

The “Kit” List

Duct tape

Nails (1 %2” with large heads)
Scissors

Bungee cords

Hammer

Screwdriver

Box cutter

Tie wraps (heavy-duty)
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Pet screen (the expensive kind)
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. Sheets of plastic (you can use the
tops of the large plastic storage
containers you buy for litter pans)

11. Carpet samples (finished boarders /
variety of colors)

12. Baby gate (the expensive kind)

13. Baby cupboard safety locks

14. More duct tape (you can't have
enough)

15. Litter pans X number of corners in
house (large plastic storage con-
tainers, approximately 5” deep x
18"W x 24”L...save lids for other
uses)

16. Poop Scooper

17. Small plastic bags (always double
up your plastic grocery bags; going
green is great, but you NEED these
bags for poop.)

18. Out of date canned goods

19. Ceramic food and water bowls
(high-quality, unleaded glaze)

20. Decorative Italian serving tray (for
food and water bowls)

21. Ten to 15 yards of Polar Fleece
(Pacific Fabrics is a great resource)

22. Large wooden clothes-drying rack
(the old-fashioned kind)

23. Your previous office/guestroom

24. Several miles of 4” round plastic
tubing

25. Paper pellets for litter boxes
26. Large bag of planting mix

27. Case of wine — your choice
How To

Right away, you need to plug every
hole in your house that has a circumfer-
ence larger than one inch. Look under
your Kitchen cabinets, in your kitchen
cabinets, drains, vents, carpentry mis-
takes, broken windows... Duct tape will
work temporarily... lots of duct tape.
Make plans to have the holes perma-

helping us keep our foster program alivel

Happy Tales:

Would you like to share your experience
adopting, fostering or sponsoring a ferret?
We'd loveto hear from you!! If you'd like
to participate, please send your story & a
picture or two to washingtonfer-
ret@yahoo.com & we'll get it posted right
away!

Written by: Susan Montana

nently sealed because the ferts will
eventually get the tape off. They are
relentless in their endeavors.

Next, turn over all of your uphol-
stered furniture. Cut pieces of pet
screen a little larger than the bottom
frame. Turning the edge of the screen
inward, nail the screen to the wooden
frame. Raw edges of screen invite chew-
ing and pulling...that's why you turn it
under. Use one nail per inch and avoid
your fingers or nosey ferrets.

Now, make sure that there is no
space around your stove, refrigerator,
dishwasher, washer, dryer and so forth
for a fert to weasel into or under. Duct
tape may come in handy here. Canned
goods can be used to wedge in odd
places. Whatever you use, it has to be
heavy and/or almost if not totally inde-
structible and not climbable.

If you have carpet, you will regret it.
Oh well. Keep lots of nice carpet sam-
ples on hand. Various colors give you
opportunity to be creative. Be alert for
chunks of foam that appear from no-
where. Follow the trail of foam to the
source, which will be a scratched up
area that goes down to your carpet pad-
ding. Grab your nails, hammer and
carpet samples and start hammering.
Avoid your fingers or nosey ferrets.
Voila! You will also want to grab a tube
of Petromalt (hairball remedy) and
squeeze large amounts down your
fuzzy's gullet. Foam is deadly...worse
case scenario, you'll have a stuffed fer-
ret.

| have given up cages and encourage
you to do the same. Cages are too diffi-
cult to keep clean...especially those
corners. Yuck! And, they leave some-
thing to be desired in the Sunset Maga-
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zine category. Store your cages in the
garage and bring them out for foster
babies and the infirm. Now, move eve-
rything out of your office/guest room.
Remove the door. Set up your wooden
clothes dryer and proceed to make Po-
lar Fleece hammocks — all you need are
scissors — and tie them to the frame in
an interesting and overlapping fashion.
Using tie wraps, you can attach one or
two plastic container lids to the top
rungs, making a flat surface for a ferret
tent. Poke holes in the plastic with your
screwdriver to pass the tie wraps
through and around the rungs (use
bungee cords to attach the tent to the
surface).

Place a large plastic container in
each corner of the room (and your en-
tire house) and fill with your favorite
poop substrate (I prefer paper pellets).
Keep pooper scooper and plastic shop-
ping bags in a convenient place. Lace
different lengths of plastic tubing
around the room (oops, | think this is
about toys...another article...sorry).
Find a good place for your food and wa-
ter tray, which | find handy for carting

At the Bridge ...

Hella and her wonderful family afes-
tering a number of ferrets from our
Shelter. She recently had to say good -
bye to three of them after hospicing
them through various illnesses. Zoop
came to us as part of a group of nine
elderly ferrets. She nursed him
through liver failure, and made his last
weeks as comfortable as possible. He
was so loved & so fortunate to have
made his way to her and he will be
missed very much. ‘King’ Spooky was
one of Hella’'s personal ferrets who de-
veloped adrenal disease and an assort-
ment of other ailments. He slipped
over the Bridge when nothing could be
done to keep him comfortable any
longer. Dear, sweet Ethyl came into
the Shelter completely naked from ad-
renal disease. She was started on Lu-
pron, and grew back a fabulous coat.
Unfortunately, inoperable tumors were
also growing, taking up the majority of
her abdomen. Hella kept her fed,
happy & comfortable for many, many
months and only when she was painful
did they let her go.

Lorayne said good -bye to her wonder-
ful ‘stripey -head’ boy, Scout, and to a

We would like to remember those fuzzies who brought us so much joy

back and forth to the kitchen to clean
and refresh the serving bowls.

Ah! The potting soil. No matter how
you try to protect your planters, “they”
will come and usually when you least
expect it. You rearrange your living
room and, oops, move the chair too
close to your ancient, giant Elephant
Ear. When you return to the room, an
excavation to China has taken place.
Fortunately, you have potting soil on
hand and are saved from running to the
garden store at midnight...it's closed
anyway. Maybe most people don't keep
as many houseplants as | do, so it's no
big deal. For me, it's like fighting off
bulldozers in the Amazon.

Did | mention the baby gate? No?
Well, you need at least one. The main
gate will go between the new ferret
room and the rest of the house. Rein-
force the ferret side with your plastic
container lids. Punch holes in them
with a screwdriver for securing with tie
wraps. To fit the gate, you may have to
use one and a half lids...they cut easily
with a box cutter. The plastic lids also
come in handy for making climbing

very skinny Bouncer. Scout came in
with a group of five ferrets, and went to
Lorayne’s house for some TLC when he
stopped thriving at the Shelter. He
lived a long and happy life with
Lorayne & family, and will be dearly
missed. Bouncer came to Lorayne ema-
ciated and pitiful -looking.  Lorayne
offered him all the soup & love he could
take, but sadly he did not pull through.

Karen and family said their good -byes
to their sweet Tank recently. He devel-
oped an infection and was unable to
recover. Karen has been a long -time
foster parent for the Shelter and has
several of our kiddos. We know they’re
absolutely being spoiled rotten, and
hugs go out to her & her family for
their loss.

Stacie lost her sweet Kodo to what
they believe was intestinal cancer, after
a year-long battle. He was only 4 1/2
years old and he will be greatly missed
by his sister, Stacie & most of all, by
Stacie’s daughter Brettney. Kodo was
very attached to her and her to him.
He even used to take naps with her and
his passing has been very hard on her.

surfaces not so climbable...like rattan
bookcases...who will notice anyway.

You're almost there... Baby cupboard
safety locks are essential for all of your
cabinets that the ferts can reach. You
will have to hunt around for the style
that works best for your cabinet door
type. You can't have more than %"
opening when the door is tested. More
than that and your little ferts will push
and push until that little ferret body
oozes through like toothpaste squeezed
from a tube!

Get ready to relax...you should be in
pretty good ferret -proof shape. You've
returned home from work and it's time
to take down the gate and let the ferts
run and play in the rest of the house.
Don't think that having a room of their
own obliges you NOT to do this! They
will still look at you from their cozy
fleece hammocks with forlorn, moist
eyes, begging to be set free from the
confines of their suite. Open a bottle of
wine, sit back in your comfy couch with
your legs up and enjoy the frolicking.

“Ouch! Ouch! Don't bite!”

... Their time with us was too short.

The Shelter also lost some dear kids.
Papaya passed away due to a painful
tumor in her spinal cord, causing her
some hind-end paralysis. Thank you
Lorayne for hospicing her in her time of
need. Roxanne was another emaciated
surrender to our Shelter. She had a
mass in her abdomen that was so in-
volved that it could not be removed.
She did well for quite some time, but
we helped her over the Bridge when she
began to hurt. Josie also passed away
recently. She became very depressed
about losing her home, and sadly
slipped away. Thanks to Cara & Jeff
for watching over her and taking care
of her and her very sad sister .



